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The Piloting Scheme for Secondary Schools — HKUST Dual Program
2011-2012 (Levell & 2)
(Lam Ho Lim, 5D, 2012-2013)

Science 1s a powerful wisdom that can break the mysterious shackles in our minds!
I was honored and grateful to Mr. Chu, Mr. Lau for providing me the chance to take
part in the Dual Program launched by the Hong Kong University of Science &
Technology from 2011 to 2012. I studied Life Science at year 1 level there, which is
about human organization, genetics and biotechnology. Although the content was
rather complicated, I did enjoy coping with the challenge that resolved my doubts
and inspired me new views towards life. The knowledge I learnt is not only in favor
of my academic performance, but also my future career.
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After studying the course in the University, I have made more friends with great
passion for Science from various schools competing with one another and aiming
high. Moreover, I have learnt lots of transferable skills, like leadership, team spirit,
communication and interpersonal skills through doing presentations and
experiments with my group members. To be honest, I really like the open learning
style of the university. Students are welcome to ask professors questions in class or
online and are encouraged to make hypotheses to explain some scientific researches
or phenomena with no definite answer. Their thinking can certainly break through
the framework of textbooks. Furthermore, I was impressed by what professor
Leung said---“The world 1is full of exceptions.” Therefore, we should ask ourselves
“Why?”, “If & if not”, “Sufficient & necessary” to develop the critical and logical
thinking, but not just recite the content when studying Science.
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On the whole, the course can indeed broaden my horizon and cultivate my
‘cerebration’ to explore Science. Whatever students’ level, with interest in science,
intellectual curiosity and determination, I believe they can get a huge sense of
achievement and satisfaction from joining such courses and resolving their doubts!

Science Academy for Young Talent (Faculty of Science, CUHK)
(Wong Ka Hei, 6A, 2012-2013)

During summer vacation, I've attended a summer course called “Molecular Biology
and Biotechnology: Introduction”, held by Biochemistry department of CUHK. I
must hasten to acknowledge that it is incredibly rewarding, no matter in the
prospect of studying or social life.

In the course, I've manipulated some advanced equipments that are only available
in university. Using those equipments, I've performed some experiments that I
won’t have a chance to perform in secondary school. For instance, Polymerase
Chain Reaction (i.e. amplifying DNA), Gel Electrophoresis (i.e. separating DNA
fragments) and transformation (i.e. “inserting” a desired gene fragment into the
genetic material of a population of bacteria). Actually, these experiments are not
suitable for secondary students to perform as the required chemicals and
equipments are too expensive and the operations are somehow quite dangerous.
However, the experiment indeed can deepen my understanding about recombinant
DNA technology which is one of the topic in Biology syllabus. That’s why I said this
course in extremely rewarding.




Apart from the above, in the course, I've had made several invaluable friends
having common ambition with me, which is being scientist. It’s fortunate for me to
meet them in my life. Although we come from different schools (one of them even
speaks English but not Cantonese), we are compatible just because we have
common interest.

All in all, I really appreciate Mr Lau for recommending me to join the course. If I
hadn’t attend this course, I would have lost the chance of trying advanced
experiments and making some amazing friends.
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